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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  to  the  County  Council 
of  Berwick. 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  D.H.S.  Circular 
59/1940,  1 submit  the  report  called  for. 

No  comment  regarding  work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  i~  included 
owing  to  the  change  of'  the  staff  during  the  year  and  other 
disturbances  which  prevented  the  maintenance  of  effective  records. 

ANDREW  A.  Me  WHAN. 

County  Offices,  DUNS. 

27/7?  October,  1941. 


LIST  OF  STAFF. 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Administrative  Officer— 
Andrew  Alexander  McWhan.  M.B..  Ch.B.,  B.Sc.,  D-P.H- 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  (part  time)— Barbara  Edgecombe.  M.B., 
Ch.B. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon— George  Ian  Scott,  M.B.,  Ch.B..  F.R.C -S-E- 
Surgeonfor  Ear,  Hose  and  Throat  Cases- Ian  Simson  Hall.  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.E. 

Consulting  Medico  Psychologist— Patrick  Steele.  M.D.,  F.R.C.P. 
Denial  Surqeon  ( pari  tune) — Frank  G.  Mackenzie,  L.D.S. 

Health  Visitors— Jeanie  McIntosh  ; Edith  Morain  (appointed  1st 


.Tune.  1939). 

Oiihojxiedic  Nurse — Kathleen  A.  Landers. 

Sujjerintendcnt  of  Midicires— Edith  Moram. 

Midwife,  West  District-  Nurse  Dowie  (appointed  1st  Sept.  1939). 
Engineer — M illiam  Knox. 

Sanitary  Inspectors— George.  Mark  (resigned  25th  March.  1939). 

George  Craig  (resigned  4th  March.  1939). 
.Tames  M.  M.  Ferguson  (ap]x>inted  1st  .Tune, 
1939). 

Donald  P.  Marquis  (appointed  lsi  June.  1939). 

County  Hospital  - Physician . Lachlan  G.  Campbell.  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
Matron.  Mary  Ewing.  s 

Clerical  Staff  Margaret  Turner.  Mary  Darling.  Mary  Brown 
(appointed  3rd  January.  1939).  and  Sirrel  Wood. 
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ADMINISTRATION. 


Statf  chauges  included  the  resignation  of  both  Di.-trict  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  Messrs.  Mark  and  Craig.  on  25th  March,  1939,  and  the 
appointment  of  Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Marquis  as  from  1st  dime. 
1939.  The  vacant  post  of  Health  Visitor  which  had  been  left 
luiiilied  owing  to  the  necessity  of  appointing  a superintendent  of 
midwives  under  the  Maternity  Services  Scheme,  was  filled  on 
1st  dime,  1939,  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Morain  as  Inspector 
of  Midwives  and  District  Health  Visitor.  Nurse  Dowie.  District 
Nurse  of  (Jhirnside.  was  appointed  County  ( ouncil  midwife  for  the 
West  District  of  Berwickshire. 

As  regards  the  vear’s  work,  the  time  consumed  in  February 
and  March  bv  the  census  of  houses  under  the  Evacuation  Scheme ; 
the  time  taken  up  by  the  changes  and  additions  to  the  School  health 
services  ; the  loss  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  services  for  over  two 
months,  and  the  outbreak  of  war  on  3rd  September,  1939.  when  our 
hospital  facilities  outwith  the  County  disappeared  over-night,  led  to 
'•much  dislocation  and  at  times  temporary  suspension  of  sendees. 
Despite  these  difficulties,  by  the  end  of  the  year  all  medical  schemes 
were  functioning  normallv.  while  the  following  additional  schemes 
had  been  added  to  our  responsibilities  : — 

(1)  Scheme  under  Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937. 

(2)  Orthopaedic  Scheme. 

(3)  A.R.P.  Medical  Scheme. 

(4)  Scheme  under  Housing  (Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland) 

Act,  1938. 

(5)  Bvelaws  with  respect  to  Bothies,  Chaumers  and  similar 

premises  used  for  the  accommodation  of  agricultural 
workers. 

(6) -  Bvelaws  with  respect  to  accommodation  for  Seasonal 

Workers. 

(7)  Provisions  for  complying  with  provisions  of  Factories  Act. 

1937.  as  regards  supply  of  drinking  water  and  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire.  (Certificates  to  that  effect  were 
given  in  case  of  Eurlstou,  Chirnside  and  Cumledge 
Mills.) 

Resumes  of  these  schemes  are  given  under  their  respeerive 

headings. 


3 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


AREA.— The  area  of  Berwickshire,  exclusive  of  the  Burghs, 
is  291,732  acres.  East  District.  78.013  acres;  Middle  L 
109,108  acres;  West  District,  101,581  acres.  Ike  acreage  of  tue 
Burghs  is  803  ; so  that  the  total  acreage  of  the  County  is  292.535 
acres,  or  457.08  square  miles. 

‘ POPULATION.— The  population  or  the  County,  including 
the  Burghs,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  to  the  mid. Be 
of  1939,  was  26,089. 

COUNTY  AND  BURGH  A L POPULATIONS  OF  1930  AND  PREY  IO  US 

CENSUS  YEARS. 


Burgh 

of 

Cold- 

Burgh 

of 

Burgh 

of 

Eye- 

Burgh 

of' 

Land- 

County 

stream. 

Duns. 

mouth. 

Lauder. 

ward. 

TotaL 

Census  Population  1911 

1,375 

2,069 

2,453 

659 

23,087 

29.643 

Census  Population  1921 

1,295 

1,868 

2,477 

759 

21,996 

28,395 

Census  Population  1931 

1,232 

1,807 

2,246 

623 

20,610 

26,518 

Estimated  Population 
to  middle  of  1939 
(Registrar  General’s 
estimate) 

1,210 

1,859 

2,173 

608 

20,239 

26,089 

BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  and  DEATHS  for  year  1939. 

IN  BURGHS  AND  LANDWARD  AREA. 


Cold- 

stream 

Duns 

Eye- 

mouth 

Lauder 

Land- 

Total 

for 

k- 

Burgh. 

Burgh. 

Burgh. 

Burgh. 

ward. 

County. 

Total  Births  Registered 

11 

85 

27 

5 

192 

320 

Total  Births  Corrected 

for  Transfer 

13 

26 

31 

6 

2^0 

3oi 

Marriages  Registered 

8 

20 

IS 

3 

124 

173 

Deaths  Registered  ... 

20 

27 

25 

14 

200 

286 

Deaths  Corrected  for 

Transfer 

99 

28 

31 

19 

268 

368 

CONSCIENTIOUS  OBJECTORS  TO  VACCINATION. 
These  numbered  72,  a rate  of  20  per  100  births. 

In  no  case  did  the  machinery  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  require 
to  be  put  into  operation. 
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BIRTHS,  DEATHS,  etc.,  for  COUNTY  of  BERWICK  SINCE  1871. 


Birth  Rate 


per  1,000 

School 

Population. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Rolls. 

1871  (Census  year) 

...  36,382 

30.59 

1,113 

591 

— 

1S81  (Census  year) 

...  35,382 

28.43 

1,006 

701 

— 

1801  (Census  year) 

...  32,311 

24.20 

782 

617 

— 

1901  (Census  year) 

30.824 

22.51 

694 

456 

— 

1911  (Census  year) 

...  29,643 

10.66 

580 

381 

— 

1921  (Census  ycnr> 

28.395 

10.3 

549 

412 

4,280 

1931  (Census  year) 

...  26J5IS 

13.9 

368 

401 

3,050 

1932  ... 

— - 

12.8 

342 

330 

3,973 

1933  

13.4 

357 

360 

3,947 

1934  

— 

13.3 

357 

347 

3,905 

1935  

— 

11.9 

320 

357 

3,737 

1936  

— 

11.8 

314 

.366 

3,682 

1937  

...  — 

12.6 

332 

373 

3,625 

1938  

...  — 

12.5 

328 

386 

3,433 

1939  . 

— 

13.5 

351 

368 

3,251 

As  a concrete  instance  of  what  these  figures  show,  if  from 
the  census  population  returns  for  1911  and  1931  are  extracted  the 
numbers  of  males  and  females  between  the  ages  of  20  and  50,  that 
part  of  life  of  most  use  for  the  services  and  all  other  forms  of  national 
effort,  then  the  1931  census  shows  739  men  and  926  women  fewer 
than  the  figures  of  the  1911  census  : at  the  date  of  writing  this 
report  it  may  safely  be  said  that  the  numbers  of  men  and  women 
between  20  and  50  are  at  least  2,000  short  of  the  corresponding 
numbers  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  War. 


GENERAL. 


No  fewer  than  33  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
about  housing  conditions — either  direct,  through  the  Farm  Servants’ 
Union,  or  the  Department  of  Health. 

The^e  complaints  varied  from  actual  nuisances,  want  of  water 
supply,  insanitary  conditions,  to  requests  for  new  houses  or  cycle 
sheds,  and  all  were  investigated,  and  as  far  as  possible  remedied. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  house  building  programme  ceased, 
but  houses  in  the  landward  area  to  be  completed  were  at  the  stage 
at  which  thev  would  not  suffer  by  temporary  abandonment  of 
building  operations. 
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The  time  of  the  Engineer,  however,  is  fully  taken  up  in 
connection  with  the  various  Special  Water  Districts  of  the  County 
as,  owing  to  the  presence  of  troops  and  evacuees,  complaints  of 
shortages  were  made,  when  examination  showed  that  in  many 
instances  the  shortage  was  due  to  unnecessary  waste  of  water 
during  hard  frost  when  taps  were  allowed  to  run.  At  the  same 
time  the  cessation  of  house  building  enabled  a start  to  be  made 
with  the  plotting  of  all  pipe  lines,  tobies,  air  valves  and  such  like. 
When  these  pipe  lines  were  first  laid  down,  it  was  a case  of  out  of 
sight  out  of  mind,  and  attention  was  only  re-directed  to  their  od 
occasion  of  shortage,  when  quite  unnecessary  difficulty  was  experi- 
enced in  locating  fractures  owing  to  no  plans  of  the  pipe  lines 
being  in  existence. 

The  plotting  of  all  these  pipes  and  constant  supervision  bv 
Mr.  Knox  should  lead  to  more  economy  in  the  wastage  of  available 
sources  of  water. 

BUILDING  BYE-LAWS. 

During  tie  year  plans  were  examined  and  approved  for  32 
buildings. 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1930  AND  193."). 

Houses  contracted  for,  under  construction  or  completed  by 
the  County  Council  during  1939  : — 

v . Under  Completed 

Construction  and  Occupied 

Contracted  for.  at  end  of  year.  at  end  of  year. 

District.  3 4 5 Total  3 4 5 Total  3 4 5 Total 

apt  apt  apt  apt  apt  apt  apt  apt  apt 

Ayton  ...  ...  6 — — 6 — — — — 6 — — 6 

Chimaide  ...  — 12  3 15  — — — — — 12  3 15 

Earlston  ...4  0 2 12  — — — — 4 6 2 12 

Gordon  ...  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Greenlaw  ...  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Longformacus  4 — — 4 — — — — 4 — — 4 

Reston  ...4  2 — 0 4 2 — 0 — — — — 

Coekbumspath  — — — — _ — — — — 2 2 — 4 


. 18  20  5 43 


4 2 


6 16  20  5 41 


'\ 
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HOUSES  Bl'FLT  BY  THU  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  WITHOUT  STATE 
ASSISTANT  'K  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENT)  I XU  31st  DECEMBER.  10:50. 


District. 

3- 

Apt, 

4-Apt. 

•3-Apt. 

Total. 

Education  Committee 

... 

— 

1 

1 

Police  Station.  Heston  ... 

... 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

... 

l 

t 

.) 

HOUSES  BUILT  BY  PR IV 

ATE  ENTERPRISE. 

2-Apt.  3-Apt.  c 

4- Apt. 

5-Apt.  6- Apt. 

Total. 

1 1 

3 

— 

1 

6 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 

S,  192 

5 to  It 

):?">,  AND  HOUSING  (RURAL 

WORKERS)  ACTS,  1926  to  1938. 

Number  of  Houses  Built  or  Reconstructed 

. under 

various  1 

Housing  Acts  to 

end  of  1939  : — 

Built 

by  private 

Housing 

enterprise 

( Rural  Housing  Housing 

Housing 

Housing  Housing 

since  1918 

Workers)  (Scot- 

(Scot- 

(Scot-  ‘ 

* (Scot- 

(Scot- 

without 

Acts,  land) 

land) 

land) 

land) 

land) 

financial 

1926-  Act, 

Act, 

Act, 

Act, 

Act, 

assistance. 

1 938.  1919. 

1923. 

1924. 

1930. 

193.3. 

Total. 

Landward  part 

of  Berwick 

(excluding 

Burghs)  ...  791  — 

75 

So 

89 

39 

103  1,182 

Lauder  Burgh  — — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 6 

Duns  Burgh  7 8 

Eyemouth 

i 

60 

64 

— 

23  163 

Burgh  — 18 

u 

.38 

73 

48 

— 211 

Coldstream 

Burgh  .1  12 

1 

38 

16 

12 

4 88 

803  38 

91 

241 

242 

09 

136  1,650 

HOUSES  REPRESENTED  IX  19:59  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HABITATION'. 
Number  of  Houses  represented  under  Section  Id  of  the  Housing 


(Scotland)  Act.  19:50  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Number  of  Houses  for  which  Undertaking  B was  given,  i.e.,  under- 
taking given  not  to  let  houses  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  Houses  for  which  Closing  Order  was  issued  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Houses  Continued  ..."  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I- 
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The  following  analysis  shows  the  present  position  at  the  end 
of  1939  with  regard  to  houses  whidi  have  been  represented  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  (Scotland) 


Act,  1930  : — 

Houses  Demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Houses  Closed  72 

Houses  now  used  as  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Houses  still  occupied  for  which  Undertaking  B was  given  ...  ...  65 

Houses  still  occupied  for  which  Undertaking  A was  given  ...  ...  5 

Houses  Repaired  and  made  Fit  for  Habitation  ...  50 

Houses  still  occupied  for  which  no  Undertaking  was  given  ...  ...  35 

Houses  still  occupied  for  which  Demolition  Orders  were  issued  ...  14 

Houses  for  which  Schemes  have  been  submitted  but  have  not  vet  been 

approved  8 


315 


HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACT,  1926. 

An  enquiry  was  held  into  the  condition  of  houses  repaired 
under  the  above  Act,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  position : — 

Houses  occupied  by  Agricultural  Workers  ...  ...  ...  708 

Houses  occupied  by  other  tenants  41 

Empty  Houses  31 


780 


Houses  with  inside  sink  and  water  laid  on  .: 769 

Houses  with  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  714 

Houses  with  E.C.'s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Houses  with  Tubs 173 

Houses  with  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Houses  with  hot  water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  36 


Every  house  that  has  been  repaired  under  the  above  Act  is 
fit  for  human  habitation. 

62  applications  for  assistance  were  made  during  the  year  and 
certificates  issued  authorising  grant  in  respect  of  60  houses. 

Grants  were  paid  by  lump  sum  in  respect  of  7 houses. 
Grants  were  paid  by  instalments  in  respect  of  2 houses. 


Work  was  completed  on  II  houses;  commenced  but  not 
finished  on  25  houses  ; amount  of  grant  promised  £5,670. 

Amount  paid  by  lump  sum.  £590  ; amount  paid  by  instalments, 

£75. 
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HOUSING  (AGRICULTURAL  POPULATION)  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1038. 

This  Act  provides  new  grants  which  help  to  build  new  houses 
with  modern  conveniences  to  replace  untit  houses  or  other  premises 
such  as  bothies  which  have  to  be  closed  or  demolished.  Local 
Authorities  may  give  grants  to  replace  untit  houses  or  other  premises 
of  five  different  kinds  : — 

(1)  farm  cottages,  bothies,  chaumers  or  similar  premises  on 

farms  : 

(2)  farmhouses  on  small  farms  ; 

(3)  houses  occupied  bv  statutory  small  tenants  ; 

(4)  landholders’  houses  : 

(5)  houses  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  occupied  by  cottars 

or  similar  persons. 

Houses  may  be  provided  for  the  agricultural  population  either 
by  Local  Authorities  or  hy  private  persons  to  replace  certain  types 
of  unsatisfactory  houses  and  while  therefore  agricultural  workers 
only  are  mentioned,  that  definition  includes  persons  of  the  working 
classes  either  engaged  in  agriculture  or  in  any  industry  mainly 
^dependent  on  agriculture. 

At  a meeting  on  the  22nd  May,  1939,  it  was  agreed  to  erect 
houses  under  the  provisions  uf  the  Housing  (Agricultural  Population) 
(Scotland)  Act,  193-8,  and  to  advertise  in  the  local  papers  drawing 
attention  to  the  provisions  of  this  part  of  the  Act,  Part  I.,  and 
inviting  applications  thereunder  with  a view  to  ascertaining,  if 
any,  demands  for  houses  which  could  be  provided  under  that  part 
of  the  Act.  31  applications  for  assistance  have  been  made. 

Certificates  issued  authorising  grant  in  respect  of  26  houses  ; 
under  construction,  13  houses  ; amount  of  grant  promised,  £4,440. 

PROGRESS  OF  MILK  GRADING  UNDER  THE  MILK  (SPECIAL 
DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 

CERTIFIED  LICENCES. 

Renewed  : — James  Caller,  Bogen  l Dans — Producers'  and  Retailers’  Licence. 

Harold  Cookson,  Renton  Home  Farm — Do. 

New  Licences  : — Messrs.  Logan  & Forrest,  Mersington — Producers'  Licence. 

TUBERCULIN  TESTED  LICENCES. 

Renewed  : — Robert  Hamilton,  The  Hardens — Producers’  Licence. 

New  Licences  : — D.  S.  Clark,  South  L uh — Producers’  Licence. 

D.  S.  Clark,  BellshieU — Do. 
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STANDARD  LICENCES. 

Renewed, : — Laidlaw  & Shiell,  Nine  wells  Mains — Producers'  Licence. 
Xew  Licences : — Hugh  Henderson,  Earlston. — Producers’  Licence. 

J.  E.  Speirs.  Gordon — Do. 

D.  Tait.  Magdalenehall — Do. 

MATERNITY  AND  INFANT  WELFARE. 


BIRTHS. 

Number  registered  (i)  legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

(ii)  illegitimate  ...  14 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  11 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  18 

(of  which  8 occurred  within  the  first  ten  days  after  birth.) 

Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  51.28 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY'. 

Number  of  Deaths  resulting  from  Miscarriage  or  Childbirth  ...  1 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  — 

REPORT  UNDER  MID  WIVES'  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1915. 

Previous  to  September,  1939,  the  month  in  w hieh  the  Council's 
Scheme  under  the  Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937.  com- 
menced, District  Nurses  and  Cottage  Nurses  with  Midwifery 

qualifications  "were  really  employed  only  as  Maternity  Nurses,  and 
consequently  did  not  require  to  register  under  this  Act.  Under 
the  Council’s  scheme,  however,  a District  Nurse  may  at  any  time 
have  to  act  as  a Midwife,  and  consequently  17  district  nurses, 
cottage  nurses  and  one  Council  Midwife  have  now  been  officially 
registered  as  midwives. 

HOME  VISITATION. 


Number 

Total 

Visited. 

Visits. 

Infants 

..:  238 

1.546 

Children  (1-5)  

739 

1.529 

Expectant  Mothers 

142 

550 

Total  ...  ... 

1,119 

3,628 

10 
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OU XIOS  AND  SPECIAL  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

During  the  year  nine  infants  were  examined  bv  Dr.  Scott. 
School  Oculist. 


FOOD  AND  MILK. 


During  the  year  53  families  comprising  16  expectant  or  nursing 
mothers,  and  75  children  under  the  age  of  5 years,  received  food 
and  milk  : 35  being  resident  in  Eyemouth,  two  in  the  West  District, 
live  in  the  Middle  District,  nine  in  the  E;ist  District,  and  two  in 
Duns  Burgh.  ^ 

Mothers.  Children. 


Number  of  persons  supplied  with  liquid 
milk,  dried  milk,  milk  substitutes  and 
other  food  preparations  ... 

LIQUID  MILK. 

Total  quantity  supplied  (galls.) 

Other  Food  Preparations  to  ... 

(e.g.,  Bemax.  Haliverol,  ete.) 

Cost  to  Local  Authority  ... 

■»  Other  Food  Preparations 


53  75 


001  1.845 

— 6 

u o 

£8  16  6, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (NOTIFICATION  OF  PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND 
PUERPERAL  PVREXIA)  REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1920. 

Total  number  of  cases  of  (a)  puerperal  fever  ...  ...  ... 

( b ) puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  eases  removed  to  City  Hospital,  Edinburgh, 

for  (a)  puerperal  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..-  — 

(b)  puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

One  case  received  Hospital  Treatment. 


OPHTHALMIA  NE< >NATORUM. 
There  were  no  cases. 


MATERNITY  HOSPITALS  OR  HOMES. 

20  cases  were  sent  to  the  Roval  Maternity  Hospital,  Edinburgh  ; 
five  to  Southfield,  Duns  : and  three  to  the  Western  General  Hospital. 
Edinburgh. 

In  September  the  house  known  as  Southfield,  Duns,  was 
hurriedly  equipped  a.->  ail  emergency  hospital  for  the  accommodation 
of  some  150  evacuee  expectant  mothers  expected  to  arrive  in  the 
County.  As  a matter  of  fact  they  did  not  eventuate,  and  only  two 


evacuee  mothers  were  confined  in  Southfield,  while  owing  to  diffi- 
culties which  arose  in  connection  with  medical  practices  and  the 
black-out.,  seven  of  our  own  ea.-^s  had  to  be  admitted.  Southfield 
was  finally  closed  for  the  purpose  on  the  29th  November,  1939. 

HOSPITAL  FOR  SICK  CHILDREN. 

One  case  was  admitted  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh, 
for  adenoids,  and  three  cases  to  the  Sick  Children's  Hospital — 
One  for  marasmus,  one  for  convulsions,  and  one  for  acute  nephritis. 

CONVALESCENT  HOMES  BOARDING  OUT,  HOME  HELPS. 

Seven  children  requiring  convalescent  treatment  were  sent  to 
the  County  Hospital  at  Gordon. 

MATERNITY  SERVICES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1937. 


The  formalities  necessary  for  the  approval  of  a scheme  imder 
this  Act  had  all  been  complied  with,  and  accordingly  the  scheme 
came  into  operation  in  September,  1939.  For  the  remainder  of 
the  year  21  prospective  mother’s  took  advantage  of  the  scheme. 

The  scheme  makes  available  to  women  who  are  to  be  confined 
in  their  own  homes  and  who  apply  for  the  service,  a cheap  and 
efficient  maternity  service  scheme,  based  on  the  joint  care  through 
pregnancy,  labour  and  the  puerperium,  of  a midwife  and  a doctor 
with,  when  necessary,  the  services  of  an  obstetrician  and  anaesthetist, 
and,  in  addition,  removal  to  a maternity  hospital  such  as  the  Royal 
Maternity  Hospital  or  the  Elsie  Inglis  Hospital  in  Edinburgh,  if 
removal  should  be  found  necessary. 

These  services  will  be  given  without  charge  to  women  who 
are  themselves  or  whose  husbands  are  in  receipt  of  unemployment 
assistance  or  Public  Assistance.  In  the  case  of  a woman  who  is 
insured  or  is  the  wife  of  an  insured  man  of  similar  economic  status, 
the  charge  will  be  30/-.  If  over  that  grade  the  charge  will  be  £4, 
which  may  be  reduced  if  necessary,  and  from  all  charges  will  be 
deducted  the  amount  of  any  annual  subscription  paid  to  a voluntary- 
nursing  association  of  which  the  woman  is  a member. 

The  proposals  in  the  scheme  included  arrangements  with  all 
district  nursing  associations  within  and  without  the  County  for 
the  employment  of  their  district  nurses  as  midwives  : for  the  appoint- 
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meut  of  a district  midwife  for  r ho  West  District  ; with  the  medical 
practitioners  for  medical  services  : and  with  a panel  of  obstetricians 
in  Edinburgh  for  obstetric  services.  Organisations  which  required 
to  be  consulted  under  the  Act  included  the  Berwickshire  Nursing 
Association,  the  B.M.A.,  and  the  obstetric  staffs  of  the  Roval 
Maternity  Hospital  and  the  Elsie  Inglis  Hospital  in  Edinburgh. 

The  cost  of  the  scheme  was  estimated  at  £1,550,  or,  after 
deduction  of  estimated  receipts  of  £360,  £1,190  before  payment 
of  Government  grant. 

From  September  to  the  end  of  the  year  34  applications  were 
received  for  service  under  the  scheme. 


SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION,  SUPERVISION  AND  TREATMENT. 

The  number  of  schools  under  medical  supervision  was  49, 
with  3,251  children  on  the  register,  and  an  average  attendance 
of  3,063. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  373  visits  to  schools, 
examined  798  children  for  cleanliness,  infectious  or  contagious 
diseases,  paid  97  home  visits  in  connection  with  these  (practically 
all  verminous,  dirty  or  neglected  children),  while  they  paid  459 
visits  for  other  reasons,  i.e.,  in  following  up  cases  of  reported  defect 
or  in  connection  with  the  escorting  of  children  to  hospital.  These 
were  in  addition  to  their  other  duties  in  connection  with  Public 
Health,  tuberculosis  and  child  welfare. 

Because  of  the  additional  time  required  by  the  extension  tf 
the  School  Health  Scheme  and  its  co-ordination  with  post-School 
Health  Sendees,  as  required  by  circulars  of  the  Department  of 
Health  (N.M.  6c  C.  No.  56,  59  and  60/1938),  and  by  the  National 
Health  Insurance  and  Factory  Acts  of  1937,  it  was  not  possible 
to  give  in  my  1938  repoit  the  statistical  statement  of  School  Medical 
Examinations,  formerly  completed  in  the  months  of  September  and 
October,  and  included  in  the  Health  Report  for  the  same  calendar 
year. 

A statistical  report  on  the  new  lines  for  the  school  year  ending 
31st  July,  1939,  should  have  been  included  in  this  report,  but  owing 
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to  the  demands  made  by  A.R.P.,  etc.,  it  has  only  been  possible  to 
give  a summary  of  the  facts  elicited  by  medical  examination. 


Total  number  of  children  examined  at  routine  inspections  in 


school  year  1938-39  : — 

(a)  Ordinary  Schools  : — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  321 

Children  of  nine  years  ...  316 

Children  of  thirteen  years  ...  ...  ...  358 

Children  of  seventeen  years  ...  ...  17 

Total  ...  1,012 

(b)  Other  examinations  : — 

Special  cases  320 

Re-Inspection  by  M.O.  ...  ...  ...  29 


Total  examined 


349 

1,361 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  exam- 
inations, who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment 
(excluding  cleanliness  and  dental  caries)  : — 


Entrants 

... 

... 

94 

Children  of  nine  years 

... 

... 

111 

Children  of  thirteen  years  ... 

... 

... 

65 

Children  of  seventeen  years 

... 

... 

4 

274 

PREVALENCE  OF  DEFECTS. 


CLOTHING  UNSATISFACTORY 
FOOTGEAR  UNSATISFACTORY 

CLEANLINESS. 

(a)  Head — 

Dirty  

Nits 

Vermin 

(b)  Body — 

Dirty  

Verminous  ... 


2 

6 


•f 


19 


12 


0 

14 


(a)  Head — 

Ringworm  

Impetigo 
Other  diseases 

(b)  Body — 

Ringworm 
Impetigo 
Scabies 
Other  diseases 

NUTRITIONAL  STATE. 

Slightly  Defective 

Bad  ...  

MOUTH  AND  TEETH  UNHEALTHY 


NASO- PHARYNX. 

(a)  Nose — 

(i)  Obstruction  requiring  observation 

(ii)  Obstruction  (probably  adenoids)  requiring 

operative  treatment 

(iii)  Other  conditions  ...  

(b)  Throat — 

(i)  Tonsils  requiring  observation 

(ii)  Tonsils  requiring  operative  treatment 

(c)  Glands — 

(i)  Requiring  observation  

(ii)  Requiring  operative,  treatment 

EYES. 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis 

Conjunctivitis 

Comeal  Opacities  ...  ...  

Strabismus 
Other  Diseases 

(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

Good 

Moderate 

Bad  

Recommended  for  refraction 


4 


20 


50 

763 


225 


208 

1 


32 

3 

2 

15 

2 


<J82 

14 


13 

101 


15 


EARS. 

(a)  Diseases — 

Otorrhoea 
Other  Diseases  • 

(b)  Defective  Hearing — 

Grade  I. 

Grade  Ha.  ...  

Grade  lib.  

Grade  III. 

SPEECH. 

Defective  Articulation 
Stammering 

MENTAL  AND  NERVOUS  CONDITION. 

(a)  Backward 

(b)  Dull  

(c)  Mentally  Defective  ( Educable) 

(d)  Mentally  Defective  (Ineducable) 

(e)  Highly  nervous  or  unstable  ... 

(f)  Difficulty  in  behaviour’ 

CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM. 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 

(i)  Congenital  

(ii)  Acquired  

(b)  Functional  conditions  

» LUNGS. 

Chronic  Bronchitis 
Suspected  Tuberculosis  ... 

Other  Diseases 

DEFORMITIES. 

(a)  Congenital  

(b)  Acquired  (Infantile  Paralysis) 

(c)  Acquired  (probable  Rickets) 

(d)  Acquired  (other  causes) 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


OTHER  DISEASES  OR  DEFECT'S 
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ii  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS,  AND  CLASSES  INCLUDING  OPEN-AIR 

SCHOOLS. 

(In  1939  three  children  were  receiving  education  in  the  school 
attached  to  the  Royal  Blind  Asylum.  Edinburgh  : one  in  the  Deaf 
1 and  Dumb  Institution.  Edinburgh;  and  a phvsieallv  defective 
4 child  in  Willowbrae  School,  Edinburgh. 

JL 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

Defective  Vision. — Dr.  Syru,  who  paid  his  first  visit  to  Berwick- 
shire schools  as  a school  oculist  during  1917,  died  on  19th  January, 
1938,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Scott,  also  of  Edinburgh.  I 
advised  the  Education  Committee  to  take  advantage  of  the  arrange- 
ments  made  by  the  National  Ophthalmic  Treatment  Board,  whose 
'Centres  at  Galashiels  and  Berwick-on-Tweed  were  attended  by 
•experienced  ophthalmic  surgeons,  of  whom  Dr.  Scott  was  one. 
For  children  who,  for  some  reason,  could  not  be  taken  to  the  clinics, 
.Dr.  Scott's  services  would  be  available  in  the  schools  as  before, 
;and  a distinct  advantage  of  the  scheme  was  that  the  Board's  qualified 
•opticians  would  also  attend  the  schools  with  Dr.  Scott,  and  so  put 
ian  end  to  the  complaints  of  badly-fitting  spectacles,  and  at  the  same 
itime  enable  parents  who  wanted  a better  grade  of  spectacles  than 
ithat  upplied  by  the  Education  Committee,  to  obtain  them.  The 
^scheme  would  also  tend  to  make  it  easier  for  older  people  to  obtain 
:a  specialist’s  opinion  on  the  condition  of  their  eves.  In  1939,  165 
•children  were  examined  by  Dr.  Scott  or  Dr.  Flint,  the  Council’s 
'Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  and  spectacles  or  drug  treatment  prescribed 
tas  required.  Of  these,  40  were  examined  at  Berwick-on-Tweed 
tand  two  at  Galashiels. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. — In  1939,  51  children  were  taken  to 
fthe  Roval  Infirmarv,  Edinburgh,  bv  the  Health  Visitor,  on  behalf 
£of  their  parents,  for  removal  of  adenoids  with  or  without  removal 
tof  tonsils. 

Defective  Teeth. — In  1939,  892  children  were  intimated  to 
ttheir  parents  as  requiring  dental  treatment.  Out  of  584  who 
•accepted  treatment,  558  were  treated  by  the  dental  surgeon. 
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The  treatment  provided  was  as  follows  : 

Extractions — temporary  teeth 

Permanent  ...  

(with  exception  of  14,  local  anaesthetics  were  used.) 

Fillings — temporary  teeth  

Permanent 

Scalings  * 

79 

Dressings  ... 

Other  treatment  ...  ...  •••  

CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 

Seven  children  received  treatment  and  five  children  were 
examined  in  the  Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital  for  Crippled 
Children,  Fairmilehead,  Edinburgh  ; 41  were  examined  in  Berwick- 
shire by  Mr.  Cochrane.  The  newly-appointed  orthopaedic  nurse 
gave  851  treatments  to  100  children. 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Our  records  showed  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  fix  e 
imbeciles,  seven  feeble-minded  persons  and  one  moral  imbecile 
resident  in  the  Coimtv,  of  whom  10  were  non-educable.  Owing  _ 
to  the  demands  for  admission  to  special  schools  and  inst’tutions,  j 
it  was  not  found  possible  to  obtain  admission  for  any  Berwickshire  j 

case. 

MINOR  AILMENTS. 

Berwickshire  has  no  school  clinics,  and,  consequently,  cases  j 
which  ordinarily  would  be  treated  at  a school  clinic  ha\e  here  to 
be  admitted  to  the  County  Hospital,  of  which  during  the  year  one 
child  was  admitted  for  osteomyelitis,  one  for  acute  nephritis,  one  j 
for  broncho-pneumonia  and  two  for  malnutrition. 


FEEDING  OF  CHILDREN. 

At  the  middle  of  the  year  a return  showed  that  meals  were 
being  provided  for  approximately  956  children,  while  under  the  I 
Milk”  Marketing  Board  Scheme  in  15  schools  about  830  children  I 
were  receiving  one-third  of  a pint  daily. 


f 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  a summary  of  the  cases  of  infectious 


diseases  notified  for  the  entire  County 

: — 

Cases 

Cases 

removed 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Cerebrospinal  fever 

...  ... 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

...  ... 

7 

7 

Erysipelas  ... 

6 

0 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 

...  ... 

4 

3 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary 

...  ... 

11 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

... 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 

...  ... 

33 

30 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

15 

14 

Tuberculosis,  non-pulmonary 

... 

6 

2 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

...  ... 

2 

2 

_____ 

Totals 



86 

66 

The  cases  treated  in  the  Council’s 

Hospital  during 

the  year 

were  as  follows  : — 

In  hospital 

Admitted 

Cases 

at  midnight 

during 

treated 

Bed- 

on  31st  Dec., 

year 

during 

patient 

1938. 

1939. 

1939. 

days. 

Typhoid 

1 

2 

3 

49 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

30 

33 

1,209 

Diphtheria 

— 

8 

8 

176 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 



Primary  Pneumonia 

1 

9 

10 

308 

Iofluenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

104 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

4 

19 

23 

1,519 

Non- Pulmonary 

1 

3 

4 

139 

Other  Diseases  ... 

7 

125 

132 

2,539 

17 

198 

215 

6,043 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Of  the  21  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  were  notified  during  the 
year,  in  15  patients  tuberculous  disease  was  localised  in  the  longs 
and  in  six  patients  elsewhere.  Of  the  pulmonary  cases  notified, 
two  were  notified  after  death,  and  three  others  died  within  six 
months  of  notification. 

42  patients  received  institutional  treatment  during  the  vear 
(of  whom  19  were  already  in  institutions  when  the  year  began. 
12  for  pulmonary  conditions  and  seven  for  non-pulmonary  conditions) 
Of  the  23  admitted  during  tbe  year,  17  were  on  accoimt  of  pulmonary 
and  six  on  account  of  non-pulmonary  conditions.  8 patients  died 
in  hospital,  seven  from  pulmonary  and  one  from  non-pulmonary 
disease.  The  year  ended  with  ten  patients  under  treatment, 
seven  being  pulmonary  and  three  non-pulmonary. 

22  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out  during  the  vear.  of 

J O J 

which  16  showed  no  trace  of  tuberculous  disease,  while  in  six  the 
disease  was  well  advanced. 

The  number  of  persons  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  known  to 
be  resident  in  the  County  was,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  43.  as  compared 
with  118  for  the  year  1922. 

Of  the  12  patients  in  East  Fortune  Sanatorium  on  the  1st 

September,  1939,  five  patients  were  sent  home  at  the  outbreak  of 

war ; one  was  sent  to  Southfield  ; four  were  sent  to  the  Royal 

Victoria  Hospital ; and  two,  both  spinal  cases,  were  retained  at 

East  Fortune. 

* 

ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICE. 


At  a meeting  held  on  the  21st  December,  1938,  between  the  [ 
County  Clerk  and  myself,  with  Mr.  Cochrane.  Surgeon,  Lady 
Findlay  and  Mr.  Martin,  W.S.,  Secretary  of  the  Princess  Margaret 
Rose  Hospital  for  Cripple  Children,  it  was  agreed  to  recommend  j 
the  services  of  an  orthopaedic  nurse  for  three  days  per  week  to  I 
attend  the  34  cripple  children,  known  to  reside  in  the  County,  and 
to  arrange  for  approximately  six  visits  per  annum  from  the  Specialist  i 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon.  These  arrangements  were  approved  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  on  the  2nd  March,  1939. 


Although  the  scheme  was  baser!  on  an  estimate  of  34  children 
who  had  already  been  treated  in  the  Princess  Margaret  Rose 
Hospital,  and  who  required  home  treatment  to  supplement  that 
given  in  the  hospital,  bv  the  end  of  the  year  66  other  children  with 
crippling  defects  had  been  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Orthopaedic 
Nurse,  so  that  no  fewer  than  100  children  in  all  were  being  looked 
after  by  her.  — 

VENEREAL  DISEASES— PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

Twenty  patients  were  treated  under  this  scheme  during  the 

year. 

DIABETES — PROVISION  FOR  MEDICINE  AND  TREATMENT. 

During  the  year  ten  persons  received  supplies  of  insulin  free 
of  cost. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  only  mental  services  provided  by  the  County  at  the  end 
of  T 939  was  the  provision  of  mental  hospital  accommodation  at 
Melrose  for  certified  patients.  No  provision  is  made  or  contem- 
plated in  connection  with  mental  disability  in  pre-certification 
cases,  either  by  way  of  co-ordination  of  existing  services,  by  child 
guidance,  or  by  out-patient  treatment  of  early  mental  and  functional 
nervous  disorders. 

Approximately  100  cases  were  treated  in  Melrose  for  the  " 
calendar  year  in  question.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  the 
capital  debt  of  Melrose  Asylum  has  been  paid  off.  the  cost  of  mental 
sickness  would  have  been  the  heaviest  item  of  the  County  Health 
Services.  *Unlike  Tuberculosis,  there  is  no  prospect  of  a reduced 
incidence  and  will  be  none  until  people  who  have  family  histories 
of  mental  illness  realise  the  desirability  of  less  reticence  in  these 
matters  to  young  people  intending  to  get  married. 

In  mental  cases  attempts  are  made  to  obtain  family  histories, 
but  I understand  that  relatives  usually  say  there  is  no  such  trouble 
in  the  family  and  that  the  illness  in  question  only  lasted  a few  days. 
Reticence  is  particularly  unfair  to  those  unborn,  as  the  knowledge 
of  previous  mental  cases  in  the  family  may  be  the  means  of  securing 
much  earlier  realisation  of  the  trouble  with  a consequent  better 
chance  of  recovery. 

* This  paragraph  was  written  before  the  onset  of  war  which  invalidates 

the  statement. 
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SICK  POOR. 


During  the  year  1939  the  following  numbers  of  Sick  Poor 
received  medical  treatment : — 


(a)  Persons  who  received  out-door 

medical  relief  in  the  Council’s 
area 

(b)  Persons  who  received  medical 

treatment  under  the  Poor  Law 
in  (1)  The  Council's  institu- 
tions, including  combination 
institutions,  in  which  the 
Council  has  a share 

(2)  other,  including  voluntary, 
institutions 


Totals 


Males. 

Females. 

Children. 

Total. 

96 

92 

18 

206 

22 

4 

‘2 

28 

2 

3 

— 

5 

120 

99 

20 

239 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 


Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war  and  consequent  loss  of  hospital 
services,  the  number  of  patients  shown  below  sent  to  hospitals  in 
Edinburgh  and  elsewhere,  show  a reduction  from  last  year. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

County  Hospital,  Gordon 
Royal  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Edinburgh 

v Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh  ...  

Royal  Maternity  Hospital,  Edinburgh 
Western  General  Hospital,  Edinburgh 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

County  Hospital,  Gordon 
East  Fortune  Sanatorium 

Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh  ...  ...  

’ Southfield,  Edinburgh 

Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital  for  Crippled  Children. 

Edinburgh  

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Edinburgh  

City  Hospital,  Edinburgh 


7 

3 

1 

20 

3 

34 

24 

20 

3 

■» 

+ 

2 

2 

3 


56 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

County  Hospital,  Gordon 
City  Fever  Hospital,  Edinburgh 


EDUCATION. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh 
County  Hospital,  Gordon 

Princess  Margaret  Rose  Hospital  for  Crippled  Children, 
Edinburgh 

Royal  Blind  Asylum,  Edinburgh 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution 
Physically  Defective  .School,  Edinburgh 


EVACUEES. 

County  Hospital,  Gordon 


57 

2 


59 

51 

4 

7 

3 

1 

1 


67 


92 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  County  Council  has  two  Austin  Ambulances,  one  being 
a 16  h.p.  car  and  the  other  a 12  h.p.  The  16  h.p.  Ambulance  was 
put  into  service  in  January,  1935  ; the  12  h.p.  in  April,  1938,  for 
the  purpose  of  camring  septic  and  infectious  cases,  and  leaving 
clean  cases  to  the  larger  ambulance. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES,  1939. 

Turns  out  ... 

376 

Mileage  ...  

21,680 

Patients  carried 

* 621 

Of  the  Mileage  of  21,680  : — 

Miles. 

Patients. 

Infectious  Disease  cases  accounted  for  ...  3,813 

103 

Tuberculous  cases 

3,544 

76 

Other  Diseases  

446 

19 

Evacuees 

1,843 

129 

Soldiers 

73 

1 

Education  cases 

1,299 

109 

Child  Welfare  cases  ... 

2,246 

40 

Orthopaedic  cases 

202 

6 

Public  Assistance  cases 

317 

4 

Blind  cases 

248 

14 

A.R.P.  runs  ... 

361 

4 

Private  cases 

5,950 

83 

Other  runs 

1,338 

33 

. 

21,680 

621 
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EVACUATION  HEALTH  ASPECTS. 


Four  separate  Evacuation  Schemes  in  the  County  were  con- 
cerned viz  , for  the  Burghs  of  Duns,  Coldstream,  Eyemouth,  and! 
for  the  landward  area  of  the  County.  Altogether,  in  the  earlyl 
part  of  September  there  were  approximately  2,285  school,  pre-schooB 
children,  and  mothers,  in  the  County.  By  the  end  of  the  year! 
these  numbers  dwindled  down  to  953. 

The  main  difficulty  from  the  health  point  of  view  was  experienced! 
in  the  Burgh  of  Eyemouth,  where  a considerable  number  of  childreij 
was  found  to  be  verminous  or  suffering  from  septic  sores,  impetigo  on 
discharging  ears.  An  improvised  clinic  was  set  up  by  the  Health 
Visitor  and  District  Nurse,  which  alleviated  the  worst  cases,  while  j 
a hostel  was  opened  by  the  Town  Council  on  11th  September,  and, 
13  of  the  children  admitted.  The  worst  of  the  verminous  easesi 
returned  to  their  own  homes  in  Edinburgh. 

Other  than  this  clinic  at  Eyemouth,  no  special  treatment 
centre  or  hospital  was  required : all  children  requiring  attention 
were  admitted  to  the  County  Hospital  at  Gordon.  L p to  the  end  \ 
of  the  year  92  evacuees  were  treated  at  Gordon,  of  whom  30  were 
admitted  for  verminous  conditions  and  discharged  on  ihe  samnd 
day.  The  next  most  common  condition  was  conjunctivitis,  for  which 
12  cases  were  admitted  ; the  next  impetigo,  9 cases,  while  enures»  j 
or  bed  wetting  accounted  for  five. 
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BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1938. 


At  a meeting  in  March,  1939,  there  were  also  approved  arrange- 
ments made  bv  the  County  Council  under  the  above  Act  for  the 
provision  of  domiciliary  assistance  to  necessitous  blind  persons. 

Lender  this  scheme  blind  persons  receive  monetary  allowances 
(inclusive  of  any  rent  or  other  allowance)  of  such  amount  as, 
together  with  income  or  assistance  from  other  sources,  shall  provide 
a total  weekly  income  in  accordance  with  definite  scales,  varying 
from  25/-  weekly  for  a single  person.  40  - weekly  for  a married 
couple,  both  of  whom  are  blind  and  reside  together  in  the  same 
house,  15/-  weekly  for  blind  dependent  over  18  years  of  age,  while 
blind  children  receive  an  allowance  at  the  discretion  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee.  In  addition  to  these  allowances,  blind 
persons  receive  medical  attendance  and  treatment.  Not  only 
blind  persons  may  receive  financial  assistance  under  the  scheme, 
but  also  sighted  members  of  a household  dependent  on  a blind 
person,  for  whom  allowances  varying  from  10/-  weekly  in  the  case 
• of  persons  aged  21  years  or  over,  to  4/6  weekly  for  a child  under  14. 

To  qualify  for  benefit  under  the  scheme,  applicant  must  be  certified 
. as  blind  under  arrangements  made  for  the  certification  of  blind 
persons,  must  furnish  full  and  correct  information  as  to  means,  etc., 
i and  undergo  any  medical  treatment  which  may  lead  to  improved 
' vision. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Blind  Roll  at  the  31st  December, 
1939,  was  27.  Three  new  cases  were  added  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  294  visits  were  paid  by  Miss  Campbell,  visitor 
of  the  Society  for  Teaching  the  Blind  in  their  own  homes. 


